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CBCS Faculty Council Minutes
Monday, March 16, 2026
10:00–11:01 AM

Attendees: 
Nickie Zenn (BHSP); Mateus Santos (CCJ); Daniel Meng (SAS); Sandra Fogel (SSW); Heather Zerger (CFS); Cailtin Al-Mutawa (CSD)

Guests:
Dean Julie Serovich; Associate Dean Jennifer Lister; Associate Dean for Research Stephanie Marhefka-Day; Curriculum Committee Debra Mowery; Accessibility Committee Yazmine Castellano


	Topic
	Discussion
	Action

	Dean’s Report: Dr. Julie Serovich

	· President Limayem will onboard across all three campuses. CBCS college visit/open forum for faculty and staff to be announced.
· No new updates on Sarasota-Manatee campus. 
	

	Associate Dean for Academic Affairs Report: Dr. Jennifer Lister

	· Tenure and promotion workshops completed. 
· Proposed changes to tenure and promotion guidelines were drafted 3/13/26 for tenure-track lines only. Changes will be circulated and posted once approved.
· Changes will not go into effect until after being posted for 1 year.  
	

	Associate Dean for Research Report: Dr. Stephanie Marhefka-Day

	· No updates. 
	

	Faculty Senate Representative: Ms. Nickie Zenn
	· USF BOT voted to approve the selection of the Higher Learning Commission as USF’s next accreditor. BOG passed a policy putting a moratorium on hiring new employees with H1B visas through early January 2027. 
· Extension of “Guardian Program” to state colleges and universities. 
· FL House passed a bill that requires preeminent universities to reserved 95% of freshman seats for in-state students, capping placement for foreign undergraduate students. 
· Refer to Simple Syllabus FAQ.
· Penalties are for university, no liability to individual faculty members. 
· Each syllabus has been approved by the University and State. Use the approved syllabus. Changes can be made after 45-day syllabus submission provided the syllabus includes a statement indicating that the faculty member reserves the right to revise the syllabus. 
	

	Accessibility Committee: Ms. Yazmin Castellano
	· Proposed article posting and training related to neurodiversity in the workplace. Both items approved by Dean Serovich. 
	

	Curriculum Committee: Dr. Debra Mowery
	· CBCS curriculum approvals are now at the university level. 
· Working on updates to the college guidelines. 
· Curriculog will open in August 2026.  
	

	Faculty Council Updates: Ms. Nickie Zenn
	· Extended Dean’s Awards deadline to 3/27/26. 
· Request for volunteers to review award applications. 
· Suggested revision to CBCS Governance document. 
	· CBCS Governance document was revised and will be circulated across units for review. 

· Motion passed to approve revised language by 4/1/26 if no concerns are raised. 

	New Business
	· Tenure and promotion committees are currently being formed. Send Heather a list of possible Professors to serve on a committee. 
	 

	Next Meeting
	· Monday, April 20, 2026; 10:00–11:30 AM MHC 1141
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